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The opinions, advice, products and services offered herein are the sole
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Log In By Pam Foster

Last month, Russia's market capitalisation reached a record $946.2 billion.
Russian stocks are currently approaching $1 trillion in value, an emerging-
market record. At the same time, the Ukraine continues to be an attractive
destination for foreign direct investment. Small wonder, then, that there is
an increased demand for reputable sources providing company financial
data and analysis on these two countries.

Bureau van Dijk is well known for its national company data products and it
was only a matter of time before it added Russia to its expanding portfolio.
RUSLANA, which was launched earlier this year, provides detailed financial
information, together with software for searching and analysis, on Russian
and Ukrainian companies. This month's review of RUSLANA looks at the
product and its applications in some detail.

Ever since | saw a demonstration of BvDEP's new end-user interface at last
year's Online Information event in London, I've been eager to review MINT
GLOBAL for VIP - and feedback from subscribers indicates that many of you
are interested too. | was particularly curious to discover how BvDEP has
married its sophisticated software with an easy-to-use front-end that will
appeal to the desk-top user. Read inside what | liked about the product and
which features I'd like to see enhanced.

It's noticeable that LexisNexis is slowly moving away from being an online
research business to one that provides information products that help
customers in their day-to-day work. I'm delighted to have had the
opportunity to interview Josh Bottomley, MD of LexisNexis Butterworths, to
find out more about this shift and the different categories of products that
are being developed for specific groups of customers. The interview also
covers other areas, including the influence of Google and other new media
entrants on LexisNexis' product development, plus what the company is
planning for the future.

There are some exciting issues of VIP in the pipeline, including an overview
of the sector and a comparative review featuring the big three - Factiva,
LexisNexis and Thomson. Please keep your eye on the VIP Lounge for further
announcements. In the meantime, I'm currently planning for 2007 so please
let me know what products you'd like to see reviewed in the New Year so
that VIP can continue its policy of primarily including content selected by
you, the subscriber.

Pam Foster,
Editor, VIP

E: pam.foster@vivavip.com
T: 08701417474
I +448701417474
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