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Product Review of SciVerse Applications (ISBN 978-1-78123-009-1) is a VIP Report 
published by Free Pint Limited.

The opinions, advice, products and services offered herein are the sole responsibility 
of the contributors. Whilst all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the publication, the publishers cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions.

Except as covered by subscriber or purchaser license agreement,  this publication 
MAY NOT be copied and/or distributed without the prior written agreement of the 
publishers. Product names used in this report are for identification purposes only, and 
may be trademarks of their respective owners. Free Pint Limited disclaims any and all 
rights in those marks. All rights reserved.

This version of the report was published in January 2012 and was accurate as of 
that date.

Contact Information

Free Pint Limited
4-6 Station Approach, Ashford,
Middlesex, TW15 2QN, United Kingdom
Registered Office:  Delaport Coach House, Lamer Lane, Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8RQ     
Registered Number: 3754481

Telephone: 01784 605000
International: +44 1784 605000
Email: support@vivaVIP.com
Web: http://www.vivaVIP.com/ Publisher’s Note

To improve the usability of VIP, we have shortened many long 
URLs with DigBig, a free utility that creates persistent links 
(http://www.digbig.com). When you click a DigBig URL, or paste 
it into your browser, you will be directed to the original URL.

Disclaimer

Report

About this Report

VIP (http://www.vivaVIP.com/) publishes in-depth reports on products, vendors and user experiences relating to 
premium content products. The monthly VIP Magazine, available by paid subscription, includes news analysis and 
highlights from the latest product reviews. Subscribers also receive, as part of their subscription, the full product 
review reports published each month.

Users can also purchase individual reports and back-issues of the magazine to meet their immediate needs. The free 
VIP Wires Weekly HTML newsletter offers a regular update of the material which VIP’s editorial team is reviewing and 
commenting upon.

To subscribe to VIP, purchase reports or back-issues or subscribe to the VIP Wires Weekly visit http://www.vivaVIP.com/
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Joanna Ptolomey 
View Author Biography

Introducing SciVerse Applications
SciVerse Applications is an application marketplace and developer network with 
applications in information management, productivity and workflow tools. The 
product is from Elsevier, a global leader in the provision of science and health 
information. The vendor reports they serve around 30 million scientists, students 
and health and information professionals worldwide. They are renowned for product 
ranges with high quality content that can facilitate risk decision-making, enhance 
workflow and innovation.

Elsevier is headquartered in Amsterdam. The company’s roots are in journal and book 
publishing for now over 130 years. Whilst fostering the peer-review process, their high 
quality content is now being delivered with innovative cutting edge technology.

SciVerse Applications provides all users of the SciVerse platform a variety of Elsevier 
and third party developed applications that enable users to customise their experience 
within three Elsevier platforms: SciVerse ScienceDirect, Scopus and Hub. SciVerse 
Hub indexes from the Scopus database, (which was favourably reviewed in 2009 by 
FreePint), the ScienceDirect journals collection, and content from multiple publishers, 
repositories, and the scientific web.

SciVerse Applications is a place to find, add and develop applications via the 
Developer Network (http://developers.elsevier.com). An organisation or institution 
can find and add applications tailored to their own niche interests and workflow 
requirements. There are opportunities to collaborate with the scientific community to 
create applications via the Developer Network, and institutions and developers can 
participate in challenges and hackathons hosted by Elsevier.

This review is not only concerned with high quality content that can be delivered via 
Elsevier’s Content Application Programming Interface (API) or other services facilitated 
by third party apps, but how that content can be made more useful, valuable and 
workable. In what ways does it facilitate the innovation process for the researcher, 
or make the librarian a key asset and support mechanism in the management of 
workflows within an organisation? 

An important note: this full review concerns SciVerse Applications but will make 
frequent reference to SciVerse Hub, as Applications was tested within SciVerse Hub. 
This review is not intended to be a comprehensive review of SciVerse Hub. 

For purposes of this review I used a Windows 7 environment with Google Chrome 
browser and Internet Explorer 9.

VIP’s View
As an information professional, it is hard not to get excited about this product. There 
are a few very good reasons why this product feels like it is on the very edge of the 
innovation process.

Another scientific publisher reminded me recently that a medical paper is published 
every 30 seconds, 1.5 million per year. It also takes around 17 years for 
new knowledge generated by randomised controlled trials (RCTs) to be 
incorporated into practice. This is an incredibly slow process and what 
makes it so slow is the inability to sift through vast content and pull out 

“SciVerse Applications is an 
application marketplace 

and developer network with 
applications in information 
management, productivity 

and workflow tools.”

By Joanna PtolomeyReview: SciVerse Applications

“...this full review concerns 
SciVerse Applications 

but will make frequent 
reference to SciVerse Hub, 

as Applications was tested 
within SciVerse Hub.”

“There are a few very good 
reasons why this product 

feels like it is on the very 
edge of the innovation 

process.”

http://web.freepint.com/go/shop/report/1385
http://web.freepint.com/go/shop/report/1385
http://developers.elsevier.com/
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The FreePint Family

Jinfo offers searchable databases of current information-related 
vacancies and upcoming events - conferences, workshops, 
webinars, etc. Free to search; cost-effective to advertise 
vacancies and events.

http://www.jinfo.com/

Our editors help you find high quality, free PDF reports on the 
web, published by government agencies, universities, think 
tanks and other public interest groups.

http://www.docuticker.com/

Our contributing editors monitor and report on changes in free, 
freemium and premium sources. Updated daily, 
ResourceShelf is free! 

http://www.resourceshelf.com/

VIP publishes in-depth unbiased product reviews on premium 
products, plus analysis of what’s happening in the information 
industry, to support senior information professionals. Increase 
the value of even the tightest budget with VIP resources 
and guidance.			              

http://www.vivaVIP.com/

Sites, resources and community to support business information 
professionals worldwide. The free twice-monthly FreePint Newsletter 
keeps you informed about everything relating to the FreePint Family.
http://www.freepint.com/

Practical articles, reports and resources to help everyone in your 
organisation Find, Use, Manage and Share Information at work.

http://www.fumsi.com/
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