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Comparative Review of Russian Databases (ISBN 978-1-907594-06-9) is a VIP Report 
published by Free Pint Limited.

The opinions, advice, products and services offered herein are the sole responsibility 
of the contributors. Whilst all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
the publication, the publishers cannot accept responsibility for any errors or omissions.

Except as covered by subscriber or purchaser license agreement,  this publication 
MAY NOT be copied and/or distributed without the prior written agreement of the 
publishers. Product names used in this report are for identification purposes only, and 
may be trademarks of their respective owners. Free Pint Limited disclaims any and all 
rights in those marks. All rights reserved.

This version of the report was published in April 2010 and was accurate as  
of that date.
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Free Pint Limited
4-6 Station Approach, Ashford,
Middlesex, TW15 2QN, United Kingdom
Registered Office:  Delaport Coach House, Lamer Lane, Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8RQ     
Registered Number: 3754481

Telephone: 01784 605000
International: +44 1784 605000
Email: support@vivaVIP.com
Web: http://www.vivaVIP.com/ Publisher’s Note

To improve the usability of VIP, we have shortened many long 
URLs with DigBig, a free utility that creates persistent links 
(http://www.digbig.com). When you click a DigBig URL, or paste 
it into your browser, you will be directed to the original URL.

Disclaimer

Report

About this Report

VIP (http://www.vivaVIP.com/) publishes in-depth reports on products, vendors and user experiences relating to 
premium content products. The monthly VIP Magazine, available by paid subscription, includes news analysis and 
highlights from the latest product reviews. Subscribers also receive, as part of their subscription, the full product 
review reports published each month.

Users can also purchase individual reports and back-issues of the magazine to meet their immediate needs. The free 
VIP Wires Weekly HTML newsletter offers a regular update of the material which VIP’s editorial team is reviewing and 
commenting upon.

To subscribe to VIP, purchase reports or back-issues or subscribe to the VIP Wires Weekly visit http://www.vivaVIP.com/

VIP Report: Comparative Review of Russian Databases  |  April 2010



^ Back to Contents  |  www.vivaVIP.com		  © Free Pint Limited 2010- 5 -

Russian Databases: VIP’s View

Comparative Review of Russian Databases
By Jonathan Gordon-Till

Jonathan Gordon-Till 
View Author Biography

“Both databases 
successfully exploit the 

limited availability of data 
registered by companies 

with the relevant tax 
and national statistics 

authorities in Russia and 
present this data in a 

harmonised format...”

ü     Powerful search capabilities

ü     Very easy to build up marketing lists

ü     Quick filtering of companies of specific criteria  

	 (e.g. size) very simple

ü     Intuitive

ü     Data sourced from national tax or statistics authorities

ü     Data are as authoritative as they can be

ü     Simple, clear user interface

ü     Parallel Russian / English site content

ü     Standardised content

ü     Good helpfile aids the understanding of Russian  

	  accounting terms

ü     Customisable reporting

ü     Data exportable to Excel with Addins to PowerPoint

ü     Covers Ukraine and Kazakhstan as well as Russia

ü     Wide range of companies including smaller enterprises

û      Inconsistent transliteration of Russian source text

û      Absence of premium content such as industry reports or 

	 analysts’ reports

ü     Extensive range of resources, many difficult to find

ü     Parallel Russian / English site content

ü     Standardised content

ü     Simple, clear user interface

ü     Extensive archive or historic content

ü     Extensive company profiles for larger companies

ü     Rich report builder for creating customized reports 

ü     Full-text where relevant

ü     Premium content such as analysts’ reports in full text

ü     Detailed filtering of content by e.g. industry

ü     Data exportable to Excel

ü     Up-to-date and frequently updated

û      No customisation of page content

û      Who-is-Who only in Russian

û      Limited alerting 

Russian Database Product Review

Despite global economic woes, the emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India and 
China (familiarly known as the ‘BRIC’ economies) continue to attract investors’ interest. 
This has grown considerably in recent years as Western investors realise the potential 
for a real return. Yet despite such interest in the BRIC economies, it is often thought 
that reliable and useful business information of the sort taken for granted in developed 
markets such as the United States or European Union is difficult to find. Whilst it may 
be true that the number and quality of resources is limited, particularly where free 
Internet resources are concerned, there is a small number of subscription services 
available to the business information specialist and investor covering BRIC economies, 
and Russia in particular.

In this report we look at two online databases covering the Russian market, Ruslana 
from Bureau van Dijk  and EMIS - Russia from ISI Emerging Markets. Both databases 
successfully exploit the limited availability of data registered by companies with the 
relevant tax and national statistics authorities in Russia and present this data in a 
harmonised format – in English as well as Russian – for a simple and intuitive search 
experience.

Whilst each service has a particular strength (in the case of Ruslana, the relative ease 
with which advanced searches for groups of companies meeting certain criteria 
can be carried out, and for EMIS the comprehensive range of full-text sources and 
customisable reports), the fundamental weakness common to both services is that 
information about named directors, shareholders or advisors is very limited.

  Ruslana  EMIS
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