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Surrounded as we are with doom and gloom, the only thing that seems to keep us 
cheerful is the wonderful October weather, at least in this part of England.  At every 
turn, the economic news is just getting worse and no one knows whether their 
savings are safe, or even their jobs.  The only glimmer of humour was seen when a 
Liverpool university student won £7 million in a recent UK lottery.  Given that the UK 
Government’s savings guarantee is currently £50,000, one wag asked where she was 
going to find 140 banks in which to deposit her winnings!

There isn’t a lot that vendors can do at such testing economic times.  Most are trying 
valiantly to hold onto their customers and their revenue.  Annual subscriptions will 
soften the blow for a few months yet, unless a subscribing company is in such dire 
straits that it negotiates an early cancellation.  

This month we’ve sought out products and vendors that are doing what they can to 
help.  You’ll find information on Experian’s ID verification service and Thomson 
Reuters’  Valuation Risk Service.  OneSource has launched new products to help with 
market analysis and due diligence, and 10-K Wizard has a new regulatory database.

Two areas of research where products remain thin on the ground are in broadcast 
media and for startup company analysis.  Our New Products section this month has 
details of both. 

We rarely publish two Focus On articles on the same vendor.  This month we put the 
spotlight on two Bureau van Dijk products, AMADEUS and FAME.  Caroline Mills 
continues her look at what works for headhunters in her review of AMADEUS, while 
Jill Fenton gets to the heart of FAME.

Pamela Clark
Senior Editor, VIP
E: pamela.clark@freepint.com
T: 0870 141 7474
I:  +44 870 141 7474 
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