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Publisher's Note 
 
To improve the usability of VIP, we have shortened many long URLs with 
DigBig, a free utility that creates persistent links <http://www.digbig.com>. 
 
When you click a DigBig URL, or paste it into your browser, you will be  
directed to the original URL. 
 

 

VIP (ISSN 1743-3711) is published by Free Pint Limited. 
 
The opinions, advice, products and services offered herein are the sole 
responsibility of the contributors. Whilst all reasonable care has been taken 
to ensure the accuracy of the publication, the publishers cannot accept 
responsibility for any errors or omissions. 
 

This publication MAY NOT be copied and/or distributed without the prior 
written agreement of the publishers. Product names used in VIP are for 
identification purposes only, and may be trademarks of their respective 
owners. Free Pint Limited disclaims any and all rights in those marks. All 
rights reserved. 
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Log In By Pam Foster 

One of the problems with an electronic, let alone a printed, newsletter like VIP 
is adhering to copy dates. Once that date has passed and the production 
process gets into gear, it's nigh impossible to react to new developments by 
adding new comment to an existing piece, or by carrying the latest market 
breaking news. It often means including it in the following month's issue, by 
which time it is no longer news and initial reports can look naïve. As an editor, 
nothing makes your heart sink faster than signing off an issue and then 
hearing of some major event that you know your subscribers want to learn 
more about. 
 
This isn't going to be a problem for VIP any longer. As mentioned briefly in the 
last issue of VIP, we are shortly going to be launching a new VIP Wire service, 
which will include daily postings containing comment and analysis from the 
VIP team and other well known information professionals. This means that 
you'll no longer have to wait for the delivery of VIP to read comment on the 
latest news, as it will all be available on the Wire soon after the news is 
released.  Of course, I know that many of you like to have the Tap the Wire 
section to pass on to colleagues, print out, etc, so we will be retaining the 
section, together with overviews and links to the main Wire postings. I'm 
looking forward to hearing your reactions to this new service as we believe it 
will better serve your needs. 
 
This month's issue of VIP includes a review of a product from two of the 
sector's best known information companies, the Economist Intelligence Unit 
and Bureau van Dijk Electronic Publishing (BvDEP). Together, they have jointly 
created EIU World Investment Service, which provides analysis on the political 
and economic background, business environment, regulations and trends in 
foreign investment, for the world's 60 largest economies, accounting for over 
95% of global Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).  
 
One of the UK's best-known company information providers, ICC Information, 
is gradually integrating all of its legacy document, reporting and analysis 
services into my icc, which VIP believes will result in a powerful product for the 
financial, legal and accountancy markets.  Although still under development, 
many subscribers have suggested it as a product they'd like to see reviewed 
now. A second review examines my icc and also includes details of 
developments planned for the next release of the service.  
 
As usual, VIP's In Scope section comments on the latest news and includes an 
alarming piece, which claims that a lot of us are happy to swap our passwords 
for a bar of chocolate! While chocoholics might see this as perfectly 
reasonable, it has important implications for corporate information mangers, 
many of whom are responsible for passwords.  Is security a problem that has 
affected your organisation's information service in any way? If so, contact me 
in confidence as your experiences may be able to help others.  As usual, I look 
forward to hearing from you on any issue concerning VIP. 
 
Pam Foster, 
Editor, VIP 
E: pam.foster@vivaVIP.com     
 T: 0870 141 7474 I: +44 870 141 7474
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