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Log In By Pam Foster 

A threat to established economies or an opportunity for growth? There's no 
hiding from the rise of the developing economies in Asia-Pacific, and in 
particular that of China and India. Leading global investment bank Goldman 
Sachs estimates that China will overtake the US as the world's largest economy 
by 2039 and no doubt India will be close behind.  
 
While some see emerging economies as a threat to the West, others believe 
that such fears are misplaced and that western countries can benefit from the 
growth of the new economic superpowers, as long as businesses and 
governments act now, and adopt the appropriate strategies. Adopting 
strategies requires access to current and reliable information. Whether you're 
an investment professional in the US looking to invest in China, or the 
managing director of a small Indian company hoping to export outside your 
country for the first time, you both need to know where you can find 
information to help you make a decision. 
 
This issue is the first in an occasional series that will take a look at major 
sources covering a specific region. I've selected Asia-Pacific for the inaugural 
issue as this the region in which VIP readers have expressed most interest. 
Sources are arranged in five data sets covering country risk and analysis; 
company financials, credit reports and filings; consumer markets; economic 
and financial statistics; and news. I also sought comment from senior 
personnel at four major information providers – Bureau van Dijk Electronic 
Publishing, OneSource, Factiva and LexisNexis, in order to discover more 
about the problems they face in obtaining local information, as well as their 
future strategies for the region.  
 
Wherever a company is located it's vital that it understands risk and has in 
place systems to manage knowledge related to those risks. This issue includes 
a case study by David Jacobson that looks at what happened to a particular 
Australian company, exposed for corruption in the UN Oil-for-Food 
Programme Inquiry. It emphasises the need to know who does what in an 
organisation, and how and where knowledge is stored.  
 
I look forward to your feedback on this special issue. Let me know if you have 
any ideas for additional features you'd like to see included in these regional 
overviews. The next one will look at business information needs and sources 
covering the Middle East and Africa. It will be published in June so there's 
plenty of time to send me your suggestions.  As usual, I look forward to 
receiving them. 
 
Pam Foster, 
Editor, VIP 
 
E: pam.foster@vivaVIP.com      
T: 0870 141 7474  
I: +44 870 141 7474 
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